PAGE  
1

 Daniel Scot Seminar 9th March 2002

Session 3

Witnessing to Muslims

Last session

TAPE 4, SIDE 2

… not very pleasing because we are looking at the reality of Islam, which is … if you come to know, it’s not very pleasing, because that is the nature of god of Islam. And, we need to be aware of but at the same time not be afraid of. [RESP]

You know that’s God’s way of dealing with thing. He exposes things and then He deals with those. You know when God promised to the children of Israel that they will go and possess the promised land, before they entered the promised land, there was a group of twelve people who were sent to spy out the land, so that they should know what’s in the land, what is in the promised land. And sadly enough ten of the twelve spies, they gave bad report. They said, “Oh, there are giants living.  It’s impossible. We can never make it.  Forget about going to the promised land.” There were two men like you who said, “Let us go and take the land.”  [Yes] They were not saying, “Look we are stronger than those demons living there. We are stronger than those people living there.”  But they said, “God is with us.” [RESP] So our source of strength [That’s right] is LORD God Almighty. [Amen.] He is sovereign. OK. He is Almighty.  And more than that, He is with us. [Amen. Yes] Not only He is Almighty and He is everywhere but He is with us to help us to fulfill His purposes, His desire. And the desire which God has, burning desire, is to seek and save the lost. [Amen]

We know when there were only two people, Adam and Eve they were lost in sin. And they failed to obey God.  They were lost in sin and God did not sit comfortably. We read in scripture, in Genesis chapter 3 that God was looking for them. He went to see them on the cool of the day and he said, “Where are you Adam?  Where are you Adam?”  He seeks.  He wants to save every sinner.  He wants to save every lost person.  Because He loves every one of them. Our God, He loves sinner and He hates sin. 

Similarly, we do love Muslim, but we hate wrong teaching. We have to be very clear. Muslims are not our enemy.  They need Jesus. They are doing bad things because they are blinded by the enemy. 

If there is some… if there’s some blind person, he comes near you and he hits in you, will you hit him back?  No, you will take pity. He is hitting you because he is blind.  He cannot see. And if there’s some blind man, he hits into me, bumps in me and I start hitting him, everybody will say, “He is fool. Look he is a blind man and he is hitting him back. Blind cannot see.”

Similarly, those Muslims who are doing wrong things, they cannot, see they have been blinded by the enemy. So we have not to be aggressive.  We are not to take revenge from them. We are not to behave like they are behaving but we have to act according Jesus’ action.  Because we are follower of Lord Jesus Christ. We are not follower of Mohammed, the prophet of Islam. We need to keep that in mind always.

Now, sad thing is that we do whinge, and we say, cry, and we say, “Oh there are not many Muslims becoming Christian.” But then we look at… when we look at this statistical figure:  97% of church resources they are spent on churches. Only 3% resource go out of the church. So we are unfair.  We are unfair in our spending.  We are unfair with our time. How much time we give every day, every week for evangelism, reaching non-Mus… non-Christians? How much time we give? How much money we give for evangelistic work? 

There was a statistical survey in America:  American spend lot more money for their dogs and their cats, as compared to evangelism to unsaved people. Lot more they will spend money to feed their dog to feed their cat. For, for them cats and dogs are more important than human being. That is the value they put on.. on human beings.  And Australia is even worse than that, even worse than that.

So we are living in apathy.  OK  and we, we don’t want to know. Sometime Christians they get angry they say, “Daniel, why do you tell us these things from Qur’an? We don’t need to know that.”  They feel uncomfortable. They want to live in ignorance.  They feel comfortable that way. And we need to know the facts and then we need to obey the Lord. Very important.  So I will encourage you that you have a g… serious thinking about this and we have responsibility to reach Muslim people.

This is just a email.  I will read it for you. It’s a sort of joke but there’s a great truth in it. It says: “More terrorist found, churches be aware of. An additional group of eleven terrorists have been newly discovered, only this time operating out of the churches across our land. Identified by Christian security forces earlier today. The following have been confirmed to be secretly undermining the work of the gospel in our country. They have been identified as Bin, not Laden, but Bin Lying.” 

Lot of lying is in our churches, Ok. That is real terror group, working against the gospel of Lord Jesus Christ. We lie.  We make up lying sound truth. We stretch the truth.  We are not living holy godly lives. We live in deception we live lying. 

Then other one is “Bin Sleeping.” So we have no time, we need rest so we sleep. “Bin Arguing.” Why should I do that? It’s the Pastor’s job. I… I have not the gift of evangelist.  This is not my job.  This is not my gifting. He is good at that.  He is good at that, not me. That’s “Bin Arguing.” 

“Bin Fighting.” Instead of fighting the enemy we fight with each other. Your translation, this Bible that you are reading is not good translation, mine is the best one. So we fight with many, many things with each other.  So “Bin Fighting.” 

“Bin Complaining.” So pastor, this pastor is useless he does this wrong, this wrong.  So every wrong is in this church.  The only person right, sitting there, and he cannot cope with that.  He leaves the church. He goes another church and again he finds… He’s a “Bin Complaining.”  He’s son of complaining.  He complaining with everything. It’s too loud,  It’s too slow, It’s too high.  It’s too… so everything, he can complain about. And that terrorist group is very commonly functioning in churches. 

“Bin Go… Gossiping.” So lot of gossip goes among churches, which is very sad. 

“Bin Missing.” “Bin Procrastinating.”  “Bin Backsliding.” “Bin Not Giving.”  That’s very, very common. “Bin Not Giving.” 

When I started full-time ministry in 1980… 1994, I approached some church leader and they said, “Daniel you are fool. Why are you leave teaching mathematics at the university.  You are making good money there. You want to start this full-time ministry.  Nobody will help you.  And we have no vision for Muslim at this stage.” That was in 1994.  So they advised me that if you are wise you should keep teaching at university rather than working in this full-time.  I said, “Thank you very much for this encouraging counsel. [LAUGHTER] But God has called me to do this work and He will provide.” [Amen]  So it was not very encouraging when there was no… zero d… there was zero dollars support.  Thank God not no but zero dollars support from churches.  So my wife was teaching.  So we are making some thing. God helped us.  And now after seven years of teaching and preaching now we have 1500 a year, 1500 dollar monthly support from various… Like when I teach like this we get some money we put int our Ibrahim Ministries Account and then Ibrahim Board of Directors they give us $1500 a month. $1000 our house rent and other we have lot of $500 to spend elsewhere. So that is because the church, there were many “Bin Not Giving” in the churches.  So that’s one big source of terrorism.

Then “Bin Unforgiving”.  That’s even bigger than that. So “I am very, very angry with that brother, with that sister.  He did that to me.” So we actually Christian, we believe we are God ourselves. Everybody there to serve us, [Ooh] and everybody there is to worship us and if he is not worshipping me then he is not worshipping true god. That’s personally what… we are full of pride and we are not willing to forgive people.  We are not there to serve people we are there to get service from people.  Because we are god. We don’t say that but that’s what we really assume. Not all... the grown up people, children:  we develop our children like as gods. We have… You have to do everything for your child. Child demands that you have to do that for her, for him.  So that’s the mentality, which we have been grown up and we need to get out of that. So these are some of the other terrorist groups found working in churches. The ringleader is none other than “Bin Lucifer”. [LAUGHTER]  So he is the training, he is training people. 

OK. Now let’s get into serious things. [RESP] 

Now, when we are talking with Muslim people, they have some genuine questions. They tell us that we Christian we have very poor mathematics. We say we worship one God, and then we say God is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. If you ask even a grade two student he will tell you one plus one plus one is…?  Will he say one or three? He will say one plus one plus one is three.  But you Christians believe that God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, this is one God. It’s not mathematically sound, because you have very poor mathematics and that’s why you believe that. OK. They have this big problem. 

Then we say Jesus is God. How Jesus can be God? It’s not possible.  How Jesus can be Son of God?  It’s… it’s impossible. God cannot have Son because God has no wife. Allah says in Qur’an God has no wife so how can God have a son?  So they have a very big difficulty accepting these things. So we will be looking at few things, how we may help Muslim people to understand, when we say Jesus is the Son of God, what it really means.

So first thing, we explain Muslim people that God is unlimited. God is not little God that I can fully comprehend it. So we have limited minds, whereas God is unlimited. If I want to fit two glass of water into one glass, what will happen to water? It will not fit in.  It will spill over. [Yup]  So similarly, to comprehend fully, fully understand who God is, we need to have unlimited mind, whereas we do not have unlimited intelligence. We have limited intelligence so we have to come to understand that we cannot fully understand God with our limited mind. We can have illustration concerning God, but then no illustration can fully describe God because God is unlimited and everything else is limited.

So then we tell them, that now, this problem which we have — mathematical problem, that one plus one plus one is three — it is true, one plus one plus one is three, only if the numbers are limited. But if the numbers are not limited then, if the numbers are infinite:  infinity plus infinity plus infinity is infinity.  It is not three infinities. Only foolish will tell that infinity plus infinity plus infinity is three infinities. If you have some understanding of mathematics you will say infinity plus infinity plus infinity is infinity. It’s very simple mathematics. [Very good.]  But it may not be understood by fool who have not studied mathematics a lot.  OK. So we help them to see:  if God is finite, then you are true, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, that is three Gods. But if God is infinite, then God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit is one God it is not three Gods. So that helps them to see, “Oh yes there is another way of looking at that.” We always looked at God, as God is a.. some little Mickey Mouse, it’s a limited fellow.  But he is not limited.  He’s a big fellow.  It’s infinite. So if it’s infinity, then infinity plus infinity plus infinity is infinity.  It’s not three infinities.

Then we need to help them, giving some example, that that… there are many things in… in our universe.  There is tri-unity. Like when we s… talk of a human being, human being has a body, it has soul and it has spirit.  There are three different entities. 

Now suppose my body disappeared, and I am speaking here, you will be all scared of me. You will start running here and there.  “What’s happening here.” Why? Because unless these three components are there, full personality is not there.  So there is one person, Daniel, but there are three different entities:  body, soul and spirit. 

We look at, say, jasmine tree. Now, in jasmine tree, we know there are roots.  We cannot see the roots, but becau… because we cannot see the roots of jasmine plant, that doesn’t mean roots doesn’t exist.  

Then we can see flower.   So that’s there.  But then there is another thing there, very important, is what we call perfume, smell, the aroma of jasmine plant. We cannot see the aroma, but we can smell it.  It’s a very good illustration for Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Now Son… Father is the like roots of the jasmine plant, which we cannot see, but we know it’s there. Then flower, which is Jesus Christ.  We can see Him. He became man. He was like one of us, living in Israel 2,000 years ago. But then there’s a Holy Spirit.  He is everywhere.  We can… if we are truly in tune with God we can feel His presence though we cannot see Him. So that’s another illustration we can tell of tri-unity.

We have many other illustrations.  I have listed about forty-five of in my little booklet there, but it’s not here. So, because as you know English is not my mother tongue so I have very big difficulty writing English. It’s not easy for me so I write it down and put it where…  I mean, if somebody may help me with writing, I’ll be very happy to produce other material, which will be very, very useful. 

We look at like, when we say triangle, it is one triangle but there are three , three sides of that.  There is no triangle with two sides.  OK.  It’s a one triangle but it needs three sides. 

We know that volume, when we speak of volume, there is a length, there is a width, and there’s a breadth of things. That… that makes volume.  If there were only length and breadth, that doesn’t give you the volume, that gives you area. So there are many examples you can give of tri-unity, that we are talking of one thing, but there are three different…  

Like when we talk of an atom, one atom must have electron, proton and neutron. If one of them is missing it’s not an elec… it’s not an atom. There are many other examples. 

You can talk of sun.  It gives us light.  It gives us heat.  And there is — even…   what we call it — a chemical energy in that. Like if there is chlorine and hydrogen put together in dark room there is no reaction, but as soon as you bring it in the sun there is a reaction and hydrochloric form is made there, because there’s a chemical energy in the sunlight there. 

So that may we can give many examples, and it depends on level of person you are speaking to.   And you can think in your own environment, how you can give examples of tri-unity. There is a one thing, but there are more than one component there, important thing. If one is missing it’s not complete.

And we read in Bible… If somebody may read that for me please, 1 John chapter 2, verse 23. 1 John chapter 2, verse 23. 

<We may have speaker.  Here.>  

“No-one who denies the Son has the Father.”

“Here you go.”  

“No-one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.” 

So we read here in 1 John chapter 2 verse 23, that if anybody denies the Son of God, he cannot have relationship with the Father either. He has no relationship with the Father, because God is triune.  It’s a un… It’s a one God.  It’s a unity, but it’s Triune.   There are three person in godhead. We cannot pick and choose. If somebody says “Jesus is not God, Jesus is not the Son of God,”  Word of God is saying that he has no relationship with the Father either, so, because it’s a triune God.

Now other illustration you can give of…  like…  when we speak of say, space, and you can sp… speak of many other thing like in chemistry many compounds, and other things from daily life. You can think in in in each culture you’ll find there are many illustrations, which they use in daily life. And… So you have to build up the case, so Muslim people they can see what Christian people believe is not nonsense.  It does make sense. 

Further we look at… 

Now when we look at Jesus, now Jesus is called Word of God in the Bible, as well as in the Qur’an. That is very powerful actually, common bridge when we explain Muslim people about Jesus being Son of God, Jesus being God, this is very powerful tool.  Now when you are talking with Muslim, if Muslim, if there’s a Muslim Scholar he will say, “Oh it’s doesn’t really… It’s not a big deal. Jesus is called Word of God because God said and Jesus came into existence, so in that respect Jesus is the Word of God.   But God said and earth came into existence also, so it’s not a big deal. God commanded and Adam came into existence.” So he can brush it off.  But if you can ask him “Does Qur’an say Adam is Word of God?” And he cannot show you.  Ok.   So we tell them that there is a difference. Now does Qur’an say this earth is Word of God?  It doesn’t say that. So you can corner him down, that this is the title only given to Lord Jesus Christ. 

And Jesus, because He is Word of God… I will tell you bit of story here. In 1995, I was in Egypt, and, as I mentioned earlier, that I love sharing gospel and I lo… I want to share gospel with everybody, but I’m not very bold. Sometime if I know things ahead, I may not go there to share gospel.  That’s possible. I’m not saying it will happen, but it’s possible. 

When I was in… in  Egypt, I thought I will stay in Alexandria University. Now, I thought I will go to Alexandria University.  They are university graduates, so I will be having good time with educated people.  I’ll be able to share gospel.  So I went to Alexandria University and I… I got room in their hostel, university hostel. 

Now when I was to get the… that room, I have to tell my name, my father’s name, and all those things.  So my father’s name is Ahmed Siddiqui, which is very Islamic name. So that Muslim cleric when he came to know that my father’s name is Ahmed Siddiqui, and I originally come from Pakistan, he later told to the students there that this man he has come from Pakistan and he has written his religion “Christianity” so he must be Muslim because his father’s name is Ahmed Siddiqui. Ahmed is another name for Mohammed, so they were very sure that I am… I was Muslim and now I have become Christian. Now what is the responsibility of fundamentalist in that respect?  [Kill].  Kill.  [Yeah]  So they heard that and they started shouting and screaming and I was very upset.  So I said: Why it’s very loud downstair? I should go and enquire, because I was on fourth level. Here I invited myself for trouble. [LAUGHTER] So I went downstair and I saw the angry mob there, and they were very emotional and out of control.  Deputy manager have also come out of his room because it was very, very loud, very noisy. And he said, “Look, don’t touch Daniel. He has done nothing wrong to us.  He is a simple, gentleman and he… he has gone straight in his room.  So don’t do anything to him.” But they were very emotional, they were uncontrollable, so that man got discouraged and he left the campus. So here I am among those twenty-five, twenty-six young men, very long beard and very angry, red hot eyes and so very furious.

Now why… we need to remember one thing, and it doesn’t matter how bad the situation is: God is still in control. [Hallelujah!  Amen!] That we must always remember. [Amen] There is nothing, no situation in which God loses His control. OK.  So I start… I started saying, “I thank you Lord that you are in control and not the enemy. So, I know You are in control, please take control of these young men, and help me to share gospel, because I am here to share gospel with these people, not to run away, not to be killed by them. They have opportunity to hear the gospel.”  

Then we also need to remember that we Christian we are not just sitting here on the pews in sight of God. We read in Philippian chapter 2 verse 6.  Where are we seated? We are seated with Christ in heavenly places. So we read that in Ephe… sorry, Ephesian chapter 2 verse 6.  Ephesian chapter 2 verse 6 says that we are seated with Christ in heavenly places.  So we need to recognize that. That we are seated with Christ in position of authority.  And Jesus said that you will trample snakes and scorpion under your feet. [Oh Yes Lord.  Amen.]  And we read in Romans chapter 16 [Amen] that Jesus said… Paul writes that soon the God of peace, He will crush Satan, not under feet of Jesus, but under your feet, under my feet, where we are seated with Jesus, soon. We need to believe that and to work with God in His ways.

So I said, “Satan I command you to stop all your activities right now in Jesus’ Name.” Things totally changed.  Leader came forward.  He shook hands with me and he offered me to sit on a lounge.  Now, they he asked a question, he said, “What do you think of Prophet Mohammed?” That was the first question. If I had not responded rightly I would have been in glory, not here. [LAUGHTER]  So I told them, “Look, before Mohammed came in this world, other people, they were idol-worshipper. There were 360 idols in Mecca, and those people, they were fighting with each other. Qur’an says that they used to bury their children, especially their girls, alive. So they were not really nice people.  For the sake of one camel they will fight for forty years.  So they were really in pathetic situation, in Arabia. But Mohammed came, he united all of them together and they stopped worshipping idol, they became powerful force, and within no time they conquered all the neighbouring countries. So now Arab people, they have a lot of money, and they have a lot of petro-dollar and they’re respected by other people.” And they were very happy with my answer. I didn’t tell truth… I didn’t tell lies I mean.  I didn’t compromise the truth either. So we have to be fair.  We have to be truthful. OK.

Then they asked me next question:  “Why don’t you become Muslim?”  I said, “Before I answer this question, let me give you some illustration. Suppose I am very thirsty, and I go to your house, and you offer me lamb curry.  I love lamb curry, but do you think, by eating lot of lamb curry my thirst will be quenched?” And he said, “No.” I said, “Ok.  So if I am thirsty I must drink, not eat.  Eating will not quench my thirst. OK. Suppose I am very… very hungry and I go to your home and you give me nice cold drink. I will enjoy nice cold drink but do you think it will satisfy my hunger?” He said, “No.” So I said, “If I am hungry I must eat. Now, the question is, if I am a sinner what I need is not a prophet, I need a saviour.  And I have read quite few books.  No book gives you guarantee of salvation except Lord Jesus Christ. He is the only Saviour, and that’s why I am a Christian.” And they had no objection. [LAUGHTER.  “Hallelujah.”]

Then they asked me, “But you say ‘Jesus is God.  Jesus is Son of God.’” I said, “No we don’t actually say that. Jesus is not Son of God in a physical sense because God has no wife. God has no physical body and Jesus is not of sexual product of God and some woman. So it’s not the case. We don’t believe that Jesus is physical Son of God. It means something more, deeper than that.  It’s the uniqueness of relationship between two person, rather than product of husband and wife.  It’s not the case.” So I told them, that this is not what we believe. But I said, “Before I explain it to you, I will start with one reference from your Qur’an.” Now those people who have got this one they will find Chapter 4 verse 174 {171}
 in the Qur’an.  Chapter 4 verse 174, then chapter 3 verse 54, sorry chapter 3 verse 44, 45,
 then Chapter 19 verse 34
 and there are other references where Allah says, “Jesus is Word of God.” And I told them, “We read also in Bible, John’s gospel, chapter 1 verse 1 and other places that Jesus is Word of God.  Now when Jesus is Word of God, that speaks me something. When I came here you assumed that I was Muslim because I have long beard, I speak bit of Arabic and I look like com… one of you, but my word told you that I am not Muslim I am Christian.  Now my word can explain something which you cannot see otherwise.  My word they express my power, they express my my my limitation, my weakness. If you ask me to carry one ton load, I will tell you, no I really… I have no strength to carry one ton load – but if you asked me to carry 100 kilogram, I may struggle to carry that, but that’s possible.  So I tell… told them that my word they express my strength, they expressed my weakness, they expressed my emotion, they express my feeling,  they expressed my ability, they communicate my heart with you. 

Now when we are talking of Word of God, it does the same. Word of God also expresses God’s ability to do things God’s love, God’s emotion, God’s feeling, God’s power.  All these things God communicates by His Word. 

And there is one other thing, which is even more important. I can do something without speaking.  I can do with my hands, with my feet, with other parts of body I can do something, but concerning God we read in Bible,  God said, “Let there be light and there was light.” We read in Psalms that “God created heaven and earth by His Word.” We read in Qur’an also Allah says “Qun Fiya Qun.”  That means Allah commands and things happen.  So I told them that everything that happens in the universe happens by Word of Allah, by Word of God. And we, we see that God is not physical being.  He has no physical body, so He is not using His hand or feet, He is using His His Word and when Jesus is Word of God, that tells me that everything has been done by Word of God which is Lord Jesus Christ. 

Here comes another difficulty. If I assume that Jesus came into existence only 2,000 years ago that tells me that something was missing in God before 2,000 years ago. His world was not complete, so I have to believe that the Word of God is from eternity. If it is not from eternity then God is like a dumb God.  He cannot speak. If He cannot speak He can do nothing. He is none other than an idol and that tells me that Lord Jesus Christ is from eternity. He has to be from eternity.  And through Him things are created. That’s why we read in Qur’an:  Qur’an says that false gods they cannot create even a fly.  Many time Allah says in Qur’an, false gods they cannot create even a fly. But concerning Jesus, it tells, that He used to create birds of clay and breathe life into that.” Why He was able to do that?  Because He was Word of God. 

Now other Prophets, according Qur’an, they have to wait for ten year, for twenty year, for fifty year to to receive word from Allah through Angel Gabriel.  But concerning Jesus, Qur’an says that He started speaking just when He was born. Why He was not to wait for Angel Gabriel? Because He Himself was Word of God.  That’s why he has not to wait for Angel Gabriel. And I said, “That’s why we Christian, we say Jesus is Word of God in the light of Bible and the Qur’an. 

We go a bit further. When we say Jesus is Word of God, or even in common language, when we say something is w… son of something, that does not always mean there is a sexual relationship. Like we generally say Ibn Sabiel, that means son of the road. If somebody travels a lot, in Arabic it’s called Ibn Sabiel: that means son of the road.  That doesn’t mean that man, his father was married to a road and he was borne out of that. So when we are saying son of road, it doesn’t mean there is a sexual relationship there.”  

Then I gave example that now there is a great Islamic General called Khalid Bin Walid. He was so good in killing he killed so many people so the Prophet of Allah said he is the “son of the sword.”  Because he is so good in killing for sake of Allah, so he called him son of the sword. It doesn’t mean that Khalid Bin Walid’s father was married to a sword and then he was born from that union. 

So, then I gave them example, there is a great Islamic Scholar called Abou Haraira, now Abou means father and Haraira means cat.  Abou Haraira literally means ‘father of cats’.  [LAUGHTER]  So I asked, “Does it mean that man’s father was married to cat [RESP] and then the cat’s reproduced? It’s not the case.  So what it means is that that man has unique inclination to help cats, to feed cats and to look after cats, and people started calling him Abou Hararria, “father of cats”. It has no meaning with sexual relationship.

Then I gave them example, this Qur’an, we read in Holy Qur’an Chapter 13 verse 39
 it says, the mother of this book, Umu Kathib is in heaven. So I said, “If I asked you where is father of this book, you will laugh at me, because it’s not sexual product.” 

So I give… You have to think of illustration, examples. Help them see that when we say Jesus is Son of God we are speaking that God has sexual relationship with Mary and then Jesus was born. It’s not the case at all.  But they need to look at, they need to vividly see that there are cases really, other way of thinking, and which gives good explanation. 

So when I explained it to them and then I told them, that we say Jesus is the Son of God, it has to do nothing with sexual product of husband and wife.  It is speaking of the uniqueness of relationship between God the Father and Lord Jesus Christ.  And we describe as Son of God.  Is it clear a bit?  [Yes.]  OK. Let’s go bit further.  

OK.  And we need to help Muslim also to see that in Arabic language there are two words used for son.  One is called ‘ibn’,  which is son, and then ‘walid.’  Walid is which is product of sexual relationship. We don’t say that Jesus is Walid Allah, Walid God, but He is Ibn God that means it’s not sexual relationship. So, Ibn sometimes can be used for sexual product, and otherwise it can be used for other things.  So that distinction also help them to see that when Christians are saying “Jesus Son of God,” they are not saying “Jesus Walid God”, but they are using the other term, ‘Ibn God.’  So that’s one thing which helps out Muslim people. Yes I have given you some illustration of that.

OK. Now let us go bit further.  We need to learn many things concerning Islam when we want to reach them effectively.  But before we look into that,  I will like to focus on really important issue and that is prayer. 

Now Muslim have many, many questions and I gave one-week intensive training.  That mean thirty lectures. Sometime I’m asked to teach thirty lectures on Qur’an.  So for thirty lectures, morning to evening, every day for five days, I teach on Qur’an only. Just the Holy Qur’an.  Nothing else but Holy Qur’an.  So that’s thirty lectures.  So that’s one week intensive course. Sometimes people ask me for Introduction of Islam.  Again I have one week intensive course on that. On apologetics — how to answer question Muslim people — that’s also one week intensive course.  So I, I have prepared many many courses.  And I teach in different Bible Colleges, people ask me to teach on one area for one whole week, and I explain that.  So it’s not… I’m actually not being fair with you, because I am giving you s… too much information and it may be difficult for you to digest.  But actually I am giving you appetizer so you will be interested to learn more. And if you want me to come back to teach in your Bible college or teach in your school or whatever, I will be very happy to do that. For that you may contact Pastor Kul or Pastor Danny.

Ok. Now we have to look at very serious thing. <That’s fine…OK>  There are principles… few principles we need to look at for prayer. We need to pray for Muslim people and first thing is that we need to prepare our heart. 

Unless our heart are ready to allow the Holy Spirit guide us instruct us we will not seek… we will not have help from the Lord.  And we need to understand that the Lord God Almighty, whom we worship, He is holy God.  So I will request all of you — we read in Old Testament as well as in New Testament — God says, “Be Holy because the Lord your God is Holy.” We need to be… to be very clear on that. 

If I’m living in sin I should forget reaching to Muslim people or any other. First I should get straight with God. If there ‘s any sin in my heart, any room for the Evil One, then I’m not really meant to reach other people, because I’ve made room for the enemy to reside in my heart, and I’m not really following Lord Jesus Christ.  I am following the enemy. And let us not be deceived.  Jesus is very clear. We read in Matthew’s gospel, chapter 7 that, “On that Day many will say Lord, Lord.  But I will say, ‘I never knew you, you evil doer. You evil doer I never knew you.’ And they’ll say, “I… We did miracle in Your Name. We did this.  We did that.” But He will say, “I… I never knew you.”

So we can do lot of miracles.  We can do a lot of things for Jesus. We can run churches, we can do anything.  But if we’re not living righteous life, if we are not obeying Lord God Almighty we are deceiving ourselves.  And we will be very disappointed, “Oh I used to do so many miracle and so many people accepted Jesus because of my preaching and now Jesus is telling me He never knew me. Why?” He said, “Because you did not do the will of my Father. Because you did not do the will of my Father.” 

Let us not deceive ourselves.  Let us be real. There is no room for sin in our lives. The beautiful thing is that we Christians, we have not to live holy life in our own strength. We read in Philippians chapter 2 verse 13 that God not only gives us the desire to do good works, but He gives us the ability to do good works. If we are willing God gives us the ability to do good works. And let us have that desire. Let’s have that willingness. And as Paul says, “That I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Paul is not saying, “Look I’m very holy. I can do wonderful works because I am so great.” He says, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

What God wants, as we read in 2 Corinthians 10 verse 4-5, that any imagination, any thought which comes in my mind against the knowledge of Lord Jesus Christ, I bring it under submission to Christ.  I put it under feet of Christ. So battle starts with thought.  But if we are feeding our mind with rubbish as Pastor Kul tell… told earlier,  if you feed rubbish in, rubbish out. Any many time we think our brain is a rubbish bag, [Ooh] so any type of rubbish can go in. There is a lot of room for rubbish. What do we watch? What do we study? What do we w… What do we meditate? If you enjoy sexy movies, if you enjoy violence on TV, you are filling your mind with rubbish. And if you are fil… filling your mind with rubbish, rubbish will come out. You may be enjoying fantasy, committing sin, adultery, killing people, just in your mind, but it’s there.  And word of God says if there is any imagination, if there is any thought which comes against the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ we should start struggling with that, fighting with that and pulling that down under feet of Jesus.  That’s our responsibility. Our heart attitude should be right. Our mind should be filled with right things.

Don’t think “Oh  I’m adult. I’m not a baby Christian.  I can watch anything.” OK. Still remember, your mind is still not rubbish bag.  Still your mind is very good mind. God has put it on top of your being, not under your feet, that you can put all the rubbish there. Another thing now that you are a mature Christian that you can put all the rubbish in. Always remember that your mind is not a rubbish bag. If it was a rubbish bag, it would have been under your feet but if you can show me that your head is under your feet then I will believe you, that you can put anything in there.  [LAUGHTER] But if it’s not under your feet, it’s on the top of your being, please put something sublime there, something wonderful there.

We read in scripture, Joshua chapter 1, verse 8 and 9, that we should meditate on Word of God, day and night. And it says and carefully obey Him, not only meditate not only learn it by heart, but carefully obey Him and then He will grant you great success. Not little bit of success, great success. 

And I give you testimony.  I come from a very humble background.  I come from a village. And the only thing famous concerning my village was the dust of my village. Everybody knew it’s a village where where there is plenty of dust. You go there very clean, but in no time you will get dusty. That was the only beauty of my village but I have keen heart to study the word of God and to obey Him. That’s my desire, to obey God, to live holy life because I, I  do not worship ugly, filthy god.  I worship the holy God, [Amen] the only God. He is Holy His people should be holy. Don’t make any room for the Evil One. [Yes]  

Very, very important, first thing our heart preparation. If there is any rubbish put it out.  Confess it before the Lord. Help, ask Him to help you.   “Please set me free from this. I don’t want to live under this rubbish anymore.” He will deal with that, He will set you free, because He is able to do that.  And He is the one Who transforms people’s lives.

Then we need to wait upon the Lord that God will direct us in our prayer. We don’t know what to pray for Muslim people. Most of the time we don’t know. We read in Romans chapter 8 verse 26, 27 that when we do not know then Holy Spirit He intercedes, He prays through us. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you, to direct you to pray for Muslim people because He knows only what needs to be prayed.

And then we need to not forget that there are spiritual forces of darkness, we need to pray against those people, those forces of darkness. We will look into that in a while just let few more things to… [Amen] 

Almost 50% of Islamic population is under the age of 15.  Almost 50% of Islamic population are woman, and they have no choice to accept Jesus as their Lord and Saviour.  So we need to pray that now there’s..  though there’s no opportunity, there’s no possibility for them to accept Jesus.  But then we know our God, for Him there is no impossible things. [Yes.]  He can do all things. [Amen.]

Even in Australia, Muslim children are not free to accept Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. As I went… as I told you told you in northern suburbia, one Muslim fellow became Christian and he was dragged out of church. He was badly, bru… bru… brutally, I mean, beaten [Yes} and he was bleeding in street because their culture doesn’t allow young men, woman to decide for Jesus. So we need to pray that God somehow will make a way for that.   

And, then even in Austra… Australia, in Islamic houses, violence is very common.  Not only children are beaten but wives are beaten.  But wives have to tell in public:  “Oh their husbands, they love them very much and there is no beating at all.”  Because they know that beating is not wrong according Qur’an, as we have seen earlier chapter 4 of the Qur’an, verse 34,
 Allah says that “scourge your wife”. You know what scourging mean? It’s like whipping of a slave. 

Now that is Pickthall’s translation, this translation says, “Beat them.” And then in brackets he puts lightly.  S o he is lying there. This… the Noble Qur’an.  He is not fair in his translation.  But this translation puts it, as it is in Arabic, that beat them severely.  Scourge them. So that’s very common happening, even in Australia and overseas.  That’s something we need to pray, that God will break this cycle of violence. 

And as I mentioned that children have no choice to accept Jesus, so we need to pray that God will raise many people for children ministries, so that children will have opportunity to receive Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. 

And then we need to pray. There have been many, many testimonies that many Muslim have become Christian because they have saw Jesus in their dreams.
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DANIEL SCOT:  And as a result of that there are many thousands of Muslim who have become Christian. And we thank God for that; we need to pray that God will appear to them. 

Ok .  So.  

Now concerning that spiritual network, we read in Matthew chapter 12 verse 29, that unless we bind the strongman we cannot take possession of a strong man’s house. So Muslim people they are bound by the enemy, so we need to be involved in spiritual warfare, that’s very important. 

We do not have time to look into that in depth but some other time we may look into, maybe one session, two and half hour, maybe one hour, whatever time. So we need to get more involved in spiritual warfare.

And then we need to pray that God will humiliate forces of darkness, because those forces of darkness have bound Muslim people from centuries, from generation to generation and unless they are humiliated, their power is loosened, Muslim will not be free. 

Then we read in 2 Corinthians chapter 4 verse 4 that god of this world has blinded the eyes of his people so that they cannot see the glorious light of the gospel. So we need to pray that God will break the bondage of blindness, and people will be free to see the glorious light of the gospel of Lord Jesus Christ, because they are bound by the enemy, by the god of this world. 

And then we read in Jeremiah chapter 17 verse 9, even they have no hindrance.   But then Jeremiah 17, 9 says that heart is wicked, it is deceitful above all things. So their heart is inclined to sin, inclined to please self so we need to pray that God will reveal the truth to their hearts so that they can see the truth and will turn to Christ.

And then we see further that in Psalm 73, verse 6 the spirit of violence, which is very… not only against women and children in Islamic nation but also against non-Muslim people. They are very violent when they are in majority. And that’s not isolated case.  In Islamic country, where there is Islamic Law, violence is big issue there.  But you are not supposed to know that. Media doesn’t report that because media is also fearful for their life.  So we need to pray that that will be broken. 

We read in Daniel’s book, chapter 10 verse 12 to 13 and 20 to 21 that when Daniel was praying, seeking God’s face, to know His will, and Angel Gabriel came to give him the message, he was hindered. For how many days? [Twenty-one days.] Twenty one days. Because the powers of darkness, the Prince of Persia, he didn’t want that people should know the truth about the End Time. So these forces they are still active, those socio-political forces, they bound Muslim people and they need to be surfaced.  We need to fight and pray against those people {forces}.

Then we need to pray that there will be more workers, because harvest is plentiful. You know there are 1,250,000,000 Muslims. 1,250,000,000 Muslims. Islamic population doubles now in Australia in less than seven years. It used to double in ten years, but now it is doubling in less than seven years.  Islamic population growth is 15% every year. In census of 1960.. 96, five years ago, Islamic population was 201,000 in Australia. Last year census tells us that 350,000, that is according Bureau of Statistics. So within five years they have increased 15… 75%. 15% every year average.  So that is how they are growing, so because they have control over our Immigration Department and they bring all type of people. 

So that’s.. they are very successful and they are growing rapidly, so we need a lot of worker. OK.  I will ask you please to pray that God will release more worker and He may raise you to work among Muslim. And I will be very happy to, to train you, to help you, equip you so that we be effective worker among Muslims. So we need that, we need that badly, not only in Australia but elsewhere as well. 

And then we read in Acts chapter 10 verse 3 to 8 there’s a dream where Cornelius he saw angel and he called for Peter. As I mentioned there are many Muslims who are seeing angels and are seeing Lord Jesus Christ and they are turning to Christ. So we need to pray that such things should be more often happening, and many more Muslim will come to know Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. You know that this Cornelius, he was not a Jew but he was seeking for truth. There are many Muslim, who are seeking for truth.  They are not happy with their life. 

Just on Thursday there was, we have a teaching session in Pastor Kul’s church, and one Muslim young man, he is thirty-three year old, he came, and he attended one session. And at the end of session he came and he said, “I am reading Qur’an seriously and Allah says many time in Qur’an that he misleads whom he will and he guides whom he will. So what should I do?”  And I gave him very simple answer. I said, “Look, if I come to you, and I tell you that I can deceive you, and if you still believe me who’s fault is this?” When Allah is saying more than thirty time that he deceives people, he deceives people, and you still believe him, then it is your fault. So you have opportunity to, to accept the truth. 

So there are many true seeker.  And even when they are reading Qur’an, they are seeing it’s not consistent book. Allah claims so many times he deceives, he misleads, so why should we, we, we follow him? Allah says that you can send your slave girl pros… for prostitution,  Allah is forgiving, merciful. Allah is saying you can have temporary wife, that’s in Qur’an. So those, those things.  People, when they start thinking, they start weighing it out, “Oh we need something better than that.” So we need to pray that those seeker who are seeking for truth, God will somehow hook those people to Christians.

Then we read in Judges chapter 4 and 5, Deborah, that was a woman who became the judge, and she delivered Israel from the bondage of the enemy. We need to raise that God will… We need to pray that God will raise many woman who will work for liberation of Muslim woman. And please remember when we are reaching to Muslim people, it’s only same sex can reach them, not opposite sex. I will be touching on that bit later. So we need lot of woman, born again, committed Christian women who will reach Muslim woman because they need deliverance.

And then we see further in John chapter 17 verse 11, and then Proverbs chapter 10 verse… 18 verse 10, that there is element of violence and that’s very strong, so we need to pro… we need to pray for the protection of Christian who are working among Muslim people. We need to pray for the protection of born again Muslim people who have newly become Christian.  So we need to pray for their protection. Muslim people, they pray for their, their for their destruction.  They pray for the destruction of Christian families. They pray for..  that they should commit suicide, that they should become mad.  So that is their regular prayer. So we need to pray for protection for those people. It’s very much needed. 

Then in Jeremiah chapter 22 and Hosea chapter 14 verse 4 it says restoration. There are many Muslims who become Christian and then they are backslidden.  Because there is no proper shepherding for Muslims. They are not discipled properly, and they are not easy to disciple either, there is a difficulty. So we need to pray that somehow we will be able to minister to them and those who are backslidden they will come back to Christ and accept Him as their Lord and Saviour.

Then Mark chapter 14 verse 12 says that when we pray and we believe, then things do happen. So we need to pray with faith, OK, and not with unbelief. Because during last 30 years, three zero, thirty years, there have been more Muslim converted to Christ as compared to other 13 hundred and 70 years. 13 hundred and 70 year, there have not been so many Muslim become Christian, but during last thirty years there have been lot of Muslims becoming Christians. Why? Because now now Muslim people are training them about the truth of Qur’an, but when people are reading Qur’an they are understanding it, many of them are turning to to Bible. They don’t like that religion.  So we need to pray and not to give up. And I believe this century is century of Muslim people. I am not pr… praying for million but I’m praying for hundreds of millions Muslim to come to Jesus, accept Him as their Lord and Saviour.  And I believe they will come, because God is raising up us. If we do not raise up then God may allow a bit more trouble in our country so that we wake up. He is shaking us up.  He wants to prepare us so that we can digest Muslim, large communities, we can accept them in our churches. We are prepared to help them to establish in Christ Jesus.

OK.  Now let’s see… There are things we need to do, and there are things, which we need not to do when we are sharing gospel with Muslim.  So to share gospel with Muslim we must be informed of Islam. We do not…  we should not have false ideas about Islam.  We have to be factual, we should be truthful and we should be informed. OK.  So that’s very important and that of course will take time and you need to devote your time to learn about Islam through attending conferences, through attending good writing of Christians, born again believers, and know what they believe. Unless you know what they believe you cannot really respond to them. And how they believe so I will explain just one topic.

When they say Jesus is Son of God that’s the most difficult and that I spend a bit more time on that, but not enough time. I teach one and a half-hour on that one element only.  But we do not have that time to go in more detail. Then, you have to be very clear and you have to repeat the answer many time, because it is very new for them. Now these things which I have been telling you, they are new for you and I know you will have retained very little of that, because I have not been repeating many things. But when you are talking to Muslim you need to repeat over and over again so that it makes sense to them, they can understand what you are saying. 

And then you have to talk about the positive portrayal of Jesus in the Qur’an, because there are many positive things concerning Jesus in the Qur’an. As I told that in this booklet I have listed 93 references concerning Jesus and many of them, they are positive. There are two main things, which are denied, divinity of Christ and death of Christ. They believe that he did not die he… so he is not Son of God.  So these two main are denied, but everything else is almost similar to Bible, with few exceptions. So we need to to know that bit more deeper.  Then we can portray that to Muslim people and that builds, builds a bridge between their understanding and us. Then give literature and take literature from Muslim people.  That’s very useful. 

When they offer you Qur’an, don’t be afraid of Qur’an. We know it’s not from our God but there are a lot of things in Qur’an which are very similar from Bible.  Though things are out of place as well. Like Qur’an says, Mary mother of Jesus, she was sister of Aaron and daughter of Imran. Do you know when did Aaron and Imran live? 1500 year before Jesus, but Qur’an put them together that… 

So I mean, there are things, which when you read you will find it very funny.  But it’s not all actually boring. There are many interesting things in Qur’an also. This… To help you to be bit relaxed I tell you one story from the Holy Qur’an. I am reading from Chapter 18 of the Qur’an. OK So please listen it carefully. 

There were two men and third was their dog, no no no no. (I am reading from Chapter 18 of the Qur’an.)  There were three men and fourth was their dog, no no no no.  There were four men and fifth was their dog, no no no. There were five men and sixth was their dog, no no no no. There were six men and seventh was their dog, no no no no. There were seven men and eighth was their dog. Only Allah knows how many men but there was one dog.

This is the Holy Qur’an.  This story we read in the Holy Qur’an Chapter 18. And then it say that those, they traveled a long distance and they arrived to a cave and they slept in that cave. But that dog was very clever.  When dog was sleeping his eyes were wide open. So they slept there for a while. Guess how long they did sleep? They only sleep for 309 years. So they slept and they slept and they slept for 309 years. So these revelation we learn from the Holy Qur’an. 

So there are many interesting stories when you read it.  It’s not all boring. There’s are a lot of stories there.  [LAUGHTER]

So so when we know these stories we can help them also to see that these stories… This was like a children’s story, in Syria, it was bedtime story.  So when Mohammad heard that story he liked that story so he put it in Qur’an. That was… Of course that was from revelation, not just he was making it up. 

So we need to give them literature, take literature from them.  And when you are reading then you can help them to see that you have difficulty understanding this. Will they please explain it to you?  And that’s how you can help them to see the truth about this book. And that’s how I was able to help many, many Muslim back in Pakistan, and even here, to see the truth about Bible. And when they read Qur’an carefully and they see these things are not really not of much sense so that helps them to… they know the truth and truth sets them free. 

Then give them personal testimony.  That’s very important. If you can spend some time to prepare your testimony. 

Now when you are preparing your testimony, there are three major parts you need to consider. 1) Your life before you became Christian, very important. In that part you need to express some of your positive qualities and some of your negative qualities. Some of the shortcomings in your life, and some of the good things in your life. You may tell if you are hardworking, you may tell, “I was really hard worker, I was honest.”  And some of the bad things. You may tell if you are swearing, you may tell “I used to swear a lot, I used to do this bad thing.” But don’t tell all the negatives, and don’t tell all the positives. If you will tell all the negatives he will say, “Oh he was really bad, she was really bad. She needed Jesus but I’m not that bad so I don’t need Jesus”. [LAUGHTER] So if you will tell all the good things he or she will say, “Oh he was so good he needed Jesus. I’m not that good so I don’t need Jesus.” So that’s why it is very important that you keep the balance.  You tell some negatives, some positives so in either case he will be caught, that he needs Jesus too. That’s the first thing. The second thing is, that you need to tell why did you feel in your life the need for Jesus. What was the turning point? You may tell some of the things you’ve gone through, that you were looking for truth, you had go at New Age, you have looked into this.  You have looked into that.  There was no peace in your heart. You had no assurance of salvation.  And so on, you can cover that area. And then you have to tell that how that you heard the gospel and you gave your heart to Jesus. Accepted Him as Lord and Savoir. Second point. 

Then third point is, you need to cover in your testimony that what is the result of salvation.  When you have become Christian, what is the fact of salvation in your life. How Jesus is transforming your life. How He is giving you the ability to overcome sin.  How your life has changed. You have that perfect peace in your heart that if you died today, here, you would be in heaven the next moment. You need not to kill anybody, you are not convinced to kill anything, anybody, but you know that you are still sure of salvation because Jesus, He has paid the price. 

So that’s very important that you help them to see that “I was a bad person. I was struggling in this area. I had a good points also but then I came to know Jesus through this incident and now He is working in my life. I am not perfect. I do fall but I don’t hide my sin.  I confess my sin and I ask God please help me and He helps me to overcome sin.  And He is transforming my life.” OK. So that’s a testimony.

Then next thing we look at is, we have to be very respectful and sensitive to people. If we are not sensitive, then we will not have major impact on their life.  We have to be culturally sensitive:  in Islamic culture they have high respect for their Holy Book. So if you have not respect for Qur’an, you will not have any impact on Muslim so you don’t tell what’s in Qur’an. Don’t start with that OK.  Only you may relate to them much later when you have good relationship, good friendship, then you may tell them that “I was reading Qur’an and I have difficulty understanding it. Will you please help me? Explain it to me.”  That’s indirect way of helping him to know what’s in Qur’an.

As I mentioned earlier, you do not go to share gospel with opposite sex, because that would be always taken as sexual effort. So you want to commit adultery with that person.  So keep that in mind. Don’t think that oh you love that man so much he needs to come to Jesus so she will go and minister to that man. If you are a woman don’t do that. Ask some Christian man to share gospel with that Muslim man.  OK.  Otherwise he understand that this woman is very desperate for sex.  So she is coming here on the pretext of religion. So please keep that in mind, very, very serious.  If he has even other four wives, if you are prettier than one of his wives, he can divorce his one wife and he can exchange that, without telling you that he has four wives. Because as our brother mentioned, Peter mentioned, that they are allowed in Australia to have more than one wife. So there is no problem for them, he can pretend he has no wife at all, he has never seen a woman because in Islamic country it’s a restriction you only keep with men. So he can tell you as many lies, as you like.  He will tell you those lies, OK.  So and so that’s very, very important. Similarly men should not approach Muslim woman. It is not very well received.  So very important.

Then you have to show respect to your Bible also. If you put your Bible on ground,  they will say “Oh we have heard that Bible is changed so even this Christian, he has no respect for Bible.”  Only you put rubbish on ground, so because Bible is on ground, that means that there’s no truth in Bible. It is changed, it is of no value. So you are being very fair, very loving and very caring, but your impact is zero on his life.  Your book is not worthy of  anything, you have put it on ground. So these are sensitive cultural issues.  We need to be aware of these things. We have not much time to look into that.

And then we, we learn about about prayer, about practical thing, is love. Prayer is important.  We say that we never do anything without prayer, but prayer is not the only thing we do. OK.  We do everything with prayer, but practical love is very important. I have heard so many stories in Australia when people that have come out of detention centre and they have seen love of Christ in people, people have shared with them their resources, and their food and they have loved them, they have cared them, and so many Muslim, young Muslim, old Muslim, woman, children they have become Christian because they have seen practical love of Christ. It’s very important. OK. 

So it’s not just a theory, that you have very good theory.  No it’s a practical thing, so you have to show that practice. Jesus didn’t say that “Go and, and preach gospel to all the nations.” Before He said that, He said, “Love your neighbour like yourself.” That was the first thing and then He said, “Go and preach gospel.” So we have to love them li… as ourselves.  In our neighbourhood, wherever they are in need, we help them.  OK. Practical love.

And then of course we started with… Love… and love  should be not only in theory, in word, but it should be shown in practice. You invite them for cup of tea. You invite them for dinner, for lunch.  And you may go out for a cup of coffee or something like that. So develop some relationship with them and show hospitality. And these are practical things we need to look at.  Again there is one whole session on hospitality but we cannot spend that much time. 

I have seen many Muslim, they come to our house, whole family, and somebody may be very good at talking but when they see out your practical life. Many people, when they come to our house, when my children, they were young… As I told I have only five children, and they are wonderful children.  By God’s grace.  They are intelligent, because in our family we have big focus on studying the Word of God. 

When I was studying at University I was… I was teaching five subjects, as well as I was some post-graduate… I was involved in post-graduate studies. My wife, she was doing her second degree, double major in Maths and Computer. We were very busy.  But every week we will have two, three families for hospitality, so that we can feed them, we can look after them, and then we can share gospel with them. So I don’t speak out of theory.  I don’t believe in theories.  I have got many theories but theories are no good unless they are put into practice. Good theories not bad theories. [Yes.  APPLAUSE]  

When people will come, they will say that Daniel you have five children but there is no screaming, there is no yelling. Sometimes I am a bit humorous, not very often. I, I tell them that “Look, donkey speaks very loud, why? Because donkey has little brain.  My children, they are not like donkeys, that they are yelling and screaming. God has given us good… good brain, sound brain, so they are not yelling and screaming, they are doing something better.” And I was not telling what they were doing.  My children, they are gathering room and they are praying for the salvation of that family.  OK.  That God will open the heaven, they will ask the question, we will minister to them. 

And when Muslim family, they can see this man, this woman is not telling us a wonderful theory but we can see their children. There is a discipline in children’s life. They want to see that. Is the transformation power in just in the theory or it’s in the practice? 

And I thank God all of my five children, they are very active in evangelism. Every day we have Bible Study, only six days a week.  Seventh day we have a holiday, we go to two, three churches for preaching, and we hear gospel.  That’s our break.  But otherwise we have six to half past seven every day, six days a week, we have Bible Study. My daughter she was at QUT doing her Medical Science, she was president of Christian Students Union, and she has led woman, Christian woman to the Lor…, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, nominal Christian, she has led them to the Lord. OK.  My sons, two daughters they are all very active in evangelism. My middle son he is very aggressive, and he has really heart for evangelism.  So I really thank God for all of them. They are involved in evangelism. They will go on Sunday morning to the homeless people.  They will take food for them. They will help them financially.  Otherwise what they can do.  And then they have opportunity to share gospel. So we don’t just learn theories.  Theories are good, but they are not good enough to save anybody. People need something practical. So… that’s very important. Then of course prayer is very important, as we have seen a bit earlier. 

Now there are a few things we must not do when we are sharing gospel with Muslim people. Let’s look what are some of those things. 

Very important as I mentioned earlier, that if I would have spoken against Mohammed I would have been in heaven from ‘95 onward. But we need to be very sensible we must not speak negatively. They don’t want to hear anything against Mohammed, whether true or not. Even they don’t want to hear the truth about Mohammed.  That’s very important, so we have to be very sensitive.  But at the same time I will never tell you that you tell lies to Muslim. You are a Christian.  If you are a Christian you should always tell the truth but we need not to tell the whole story about Mohammed. OK. So that’s very important.  You have to be respectful to them.  Unless you are very good strong relationship, very friendly, then you can ask them that you was reading this book and “I read this story from here.” And that will help him to see. You were reading Qur’an and you saw that Mohammed married his son’s wife but that should be at a much later stage not in the beginning, otherwise they will be scared away from you, very important. 

Then you should not criticize their faith.  Then do not start with Trinity, because that is very difficult for them to understand, so try to avoid it. Only when you have already built friendship, and they are a bit mature in understanding, then you can tell few things which I told you earlier.  

But don’t think that you have… you have understood everything. This is a very big subject. I have seen missionary who have worked among Muslim for twenty year, for fifteen year, for twenty-five year and they cannot explain Trinity to Muslim people. And I am not talking of ordinary Missionary.  I am talking of one fellow. I was teaching last year at one Seminary in Bagio Philippine, and one man who is now a National Director for United States of America. He has been missionary long time in Middle East, and he was unable to explain Trinity to a Muslim fellow.  So it’s not easy thing. So don’t jump into that.  It’s a bit difficult for you to explain and for them to understand.  So we need to pray that God will give them understanding. These things, which I have told you, they will help you and help him, but it’s not very easy.

Then of course do not criticize their culture. If you look down upon their culture, that’s not good. So God has created all cultures. God has no preference of one culture over another. And we say that when Jesus comes in culture, He does not destroy culture, but He transforms culture.  So there is no culture better than another culture. So we should not discredit their culture. 

And then we should not criticize their dress. That’s the way they live.  That’s fine.  And do not witness to, get emotionally involved with opposite… as I’ve explained that earlier.
And if you are Christian, born again believer, I know that you will not be getting drunk. Though we have liberty, we may have a little sip of wine, and it’s permissible. Again I myself, I am a Christian, I am leader, Christian leader, I don’t drink because I have to set example for other people. OK.  So even if you drink a little bit, it’s not good testimony to drink in front of a Muslim.  So you have to be very careful. 

OK. Similarly if you do eat pork at home, but if you are eating that don’t offer that to a Muslim. Like in our house we do not buy pork to cook, but when we are invited people do offer us eating pork and we, we take that. We don’t say that “Oh I don’t eat pork.” Though I don’t like very much but I do eat when people offer, because we are told whatever people offer you to eat you pray and you eat it. So Muslim people, when they ask me, “Do you eat pork?” I say, “Yes and no.” They say, “What does it mean?” I say that I never buy pork to cook here in my house, but at the same time that when people offer me, they invite me for dinner I eat whatever they offer me. I don’t raise questions.  Because my salvation doesn’t depend on eating and drinking. So I make it clear to them.  But I make them sure that what’s offered here is not pork, it’s lamb or it’s chicken or it’s beef or whatever.  So that’s very…

Do not expect too much too soon because Muslim have been fed long time with their teaching about Trinity and other thing, that Bible is changed and so on, so don’t think that the four steps of salvation will work on every Muslim. It is not possible. OK.  We… 

There is a study done in Western world that it takes six to seven time, according to Engel scale, you share gospel then people become Christian. For a Muslim it might be six to seven hundred time you have to share gospel before they become Christian. But they may be a soul ripe for for the harvest.  Somebody else has shared gospel and just this time five minutes to share gospel and he or she gave their heart to Jesus. So there is all possibilities but don’t expect too much too soon.

And then of course, never give up.  OK. That’s very important. So we know that we are not fighting for victory, we are fighting from victory. [RESP] Our Lord Jesus Christ, He has defeated the enemy. OK.  He has crushed the head of the Sat…,  of the enemy.  So He is the victorious Lord. And He is the One before every knee will bow, and every tongue will confess that He is the LORD. [Amen.  APPLAUSE] So that’s where we are going from. 

Now I will give you few minutes,  I’ve not left lot of time for you.  So you may ask me some question, all your question in 5 minutes.  [LAUGHTER]

[INAUDIBLE]

DANIEL SCOT: If you may please

[INAUDIBLE]

ANOTHER PERSON, NOT SCOT:  Just repeat that again please.

Q1: Brother, my question was:  How do you start the process?  You’ve given us information, but then how do you make the next step?

DANIEL SCOT: Now, first step is that you start praying that God will reveal you, what God will lead you to some Muslim who is really searching for truth.  Again I must mention earlier that there is no magical formula.  Like we have Seven Steps for Holiness, that work… that may work for some people, but there is much more in holiness involved than seven steps. Similarly in Islam there is no magical formula we can work on, but we start praying and then we will start looking also, and we don’t miss the opportunity. So when we are praying, and any Muslim who comes to our path even non-Muslim, anybody who is not saved and those who are saved we also need to help them. But we start then building friendship with them.  And don’t get involved in religion.  Just know them as a person, and show interest in them as a person. Always of same sex, OK, very important.  And then when you have built friendship, you have built trust, then you may share your testimony. 

And you may share a little bit more of your own self. When you are building… building friendship you may ask them about their culture and then also start reading about their culture, some books about their country, about their poets, about their politics.  Show that you show interest. Learn a little bit of their language.  How they say hello, how they say bye. Just with these simple things which help them a lot to see that you are genuinely interested in that person.  And when you have shown that interest and you have built friendship, then in appropriate time you share your testimony and then it will go.. grow from there onward. And then they also start asking you question then that is time when you answer their question.  And don’t hurry up anything. Be patient and spend time with God and with the people and then if you have difficulty, I will be very happy to help you with the answers, if there is some.

Q2: First of all I just want to know if the Muslims have a familiarity with healings and miracles in their own faith, if there is provision for that in the Qur’an.  And also their openness to Christian healing and miracles.

DANIEL SCOT: Lot of Muslim, not all of them, but most of them they believe that Christians have special favour with God:  when they pray God hears their prayer.  So they envy your prayer and many time Muslim they come and they will ask you to please pray for us, if they know that you are real Christian and you are walking holy life, they are attracted by that and as a result of healing I have heard some Muslim become Christian.  Not every Muslim who is healed become Mus…  becomes Christian, but some Muslims they do see power of God and they accept Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. However, Muslim people they also do miracles, because their holy man, they can heal s… people, and they can do lot of things. Although it is not very common but it is there. Mohammed used to also like cast out demons and their method of casting out demons is bit different. Mohammed used to beat people, beat the demon out.  [LAUGHTER] So that is a different method, so I will not go into more detail of that. [LAUGHTER]

Q3: Just a little question. You said that about their Qur’an is… they treat it as holy and they expect us to treat our Bible as holy. What about people like myself who likes colouring in everything? It’s a little question but I think it is important for me because I am… I do believe I will be witnessing.

DANIEL SCOT: That is wonderful. We do, if you have seen my old Bible, it’s all colored and cross referenced and so on so we do, do that.  But when we meet to new Muslim who don’t understand us much, it’s better to have a new copy of Bible and we use that. We may have references on a piece of paper and we refer to those and then we show them.  But some Muslim may be offended, not all Muslims, but some Muslim may be offended if the Bible is colored one.

Q.4 Just… I actually came in late at about 4.00 because lack of communication.  But I’m a Muslim, was Muslim, become a Christian. Praise the Lord.  [RESP]  And… Yeah, four years ago, yes Praise the Lord. I come from a very rare sect, it’s called the Alwees. Brother, I don’t know whether you have spoken about it, but as you would know there’s a lot of sects within… within the Muslim culture. And I don’t know much about the Alwees because it’s very, very secretive. They do not take converts.  They’re very, very different to a lot of the other sects.  So can you help me out in that area. Do you know much about the Alwees?

DANIEL SCOT: Actually for that if you would like to speak, you may come later and see me because that is not major, I mean, thing.  Like there are in sec… in Islam there are two main sects, Shia and Sunni Muslim. Sunni are about 90% and Shia about 10%. And one sect of Shia Islam is Alwees.  And there are other, many, many sects of Islam.  So in Islam, there are many sects.  And all sects, they believe they are the only true Muslim: other are not true Muslim. So we’ll maybe talk that later. [Hallelujah]  So we may have the last question.

Q.5 I dialogued and became friends with a Muslim woman over over ten years and there were prayers and miracles for their five sons. But I got out of my depth or didn’t understand when my friend Susie mentioned that her husband had taken another wife. And it didn’t seem acceptable. Could you please fill me in with a bit of wisdom on that, I mean she she w… was reacting I thought, like any woman might, very jealous and very upset.

DANIEL SCOT: Yes, This is…  Because it’s lawful in Islam to have more than one wife, so he has done nothing wrong. He… He looked one woman, other woman who was maybe more attractive to him, so he has right according to Qur’an to marry her.  So that’s lawful.  So it ‘s not something he has done wrong. And his wife she cannot go against that either, because Allah allows in Qur’an, Muslim can have up to four wives. So, yes.  Although she was upset, but at the same time, if she is a Muslim, she knows that her husband can have up to four wives.

ANOTHER PERSON, NOT DANIEL SCOT:  Just… just give us a couple more minutes.  You can speak to Pastor Daniel at the end and ask him some personal questions.  I want to thank you so much for coming, just give us three minutes before you start moving out.  Thank you so much for coming.  Thank you for making it such an effective day.  Anybody enjoyed themselves?  [Yes.  APPLAUSE]  It’s been really good.

� Sura 4:171. O People of the Scripture! Do not exaggerate in your religion nor utter aught concerning Allah save the truth. The Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, was only a messenger of Allah, and His word which He conveyed unto Mary, and a spirit from Him. So believe in Allah and His messengers, and say not “Three” - Cease! (it is) better for you! - Allah is only One Allah. Far is it removed from His Transcendent Majesty that He should have a son. His is all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. And Allah is sufficient as Defender. 


� Sura 3:45. (And remember) when the angels said: O Mary! Lo! Allah giveth thee glad tidings of a word from him, whose name is the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, illustrious in the world and the Hereafter, and one of those brought near (unto Allah). 


� Sura 19:34. Such was Jesus, son of Mary: (this is) a statement of the truth concerning which they doubt. 





� Sura 13:39. Allah effaceth what He will, and establisheth (what He will), and with Him is the source of ordinance.


� Sura 4:34. Men are in charge of women, because Allah hath made the one of them to excel the other, and because they spend of their property (for the support of women). So good women are the obedient, guarding in secret that which Allah hath guarded. As for those from whom ye fear rebellion, admonish them and banish them to beds apart, and scourge them. Then if they obey you, seek not a way against them. Lo! Allah is ever High, Exalted, Great. 





� Sura 18:22. (Some) will say: They were three, their dog the fourth, and (some) say: Five, their dog the sixth, guessing at random; and (some) say: Seven, and their dog the eighth. Say (O Muhammad): My Lord is Best Aware of their number. None knoweth them save a few. So contend not concerning them except with an outward contending, and ask not any of them to pronounce concerning them. 








